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Casey Paperback Release
Harlequin/Wordwide Mystery released the paperback edition of Why Casey Had to Die and the cover is absolutely beautiful. The best price to purchase the book is through my website at www.lchayden.com  Scroll down past the paragraph and click on the cover. That will take you to Harlequin. Book normally sells for $5.99, but the special price is only $4.79. 
A very special thanks and hugs to those of you who purchased the hardcover edition and/or the large print edition. Both of these are still available.

Do me a favor, please? Let me know what you think of the cover. I’m anxious to receive feedback. 

Book Clubs
If you belong to a reading club, here’s the chance for you to discuss Casey. Discussion Questions for this book are available at my website, www.lchayden.com  Click on Readers Guide, then on the Discussion Questions next to the book cover.
I’d be glad to assist in any way. If possible, I’ll travel to speak to your group. If not, contact me, and I’ll send you a C.D. if you want one. You can also email me specific questions and I’ll be glad to answer them.

Thanks for recommending my book to your reading club. I appreciate your support.

Signing Schedule
Feb. 28: Love-of-Lit: 10-1; Branigan Center, Las Cruces, NM; reading at noon.
March 24: Workshop on Publishing; U. T. El Paso, 6 – 9 PM

April 7 and 9: Workshop on Character Development; U. T. El Paso, 6 – 8 PM

April 25 and 26: La Vina Winnery Festival; signing all day; La Vina, NM

April 28 and 30:  Workshop on Dialog; U. T. El Paso, 6 – 8 PM
May 5 and 6: Workshop on Writing Mystery; Westlake B&N; Austin, 7 – 9 PM

May 7: Speaking for San Gabriel Writers; Georgetown Lib.; Georgetown, TX, 7PM

May 28 – June 9: Author in Residence at the Grand Mediterranean Cruise; Princess Cruise Lines
The Importance of Attending Conferences

     We've all heard of networking and most realize how important that is. This is especially true when our economy is in trouble and most have a hard time making ends meet. However, we, as authors, still need to sell our books, a task which at one time was hard, but now seems almost impossible.

This is where networking comes in. When Why Casey Had to Die was first released, Five Star issued it as a hardcover with a steep price. I am forever grateful to all those who purchased the hardcover edition. The book sold well enough or at least as well as it could for a book with a price of $25.95.

Then I attended a conference where I met Maria, a representative of Harlequin. We had lunch together and chatted about this and that. I did mention to her that I was looking for the paperback rights to that title.

Maria bought a copy of my book, returned to Canada, and personally handed it to the editor in charge of their mystery line. After reading it, he sent me a contract. The book has just been released. This would not have happened if I hadn't attended that conference.
        The same thing happened with the large print edition. I met the folks at Wheeler, the largest large print edition publishers in the United States. We talked about my book being available for large print, then switched off to other things. About a year later, Wheeler released the large print edition.

You never know who you are going to meet at a conference. Some of my dearest friends are folks that I met at conferences. They've supported my career and have held me through the troubles and tribulations of this thing called life.

I've met many readers who belong to reading clubs, some of which suggested their group read Why Casey Had to Die. Book club sales do wonders for book sales. Many other requested that their libraries order the book. Library sales help a lot too.
Added benefits of attending conferences are that you learn so many new things, meet new and wonderful authors, agents, editors, and readers. As an attendee, you'll create many fond memories and friendships that promise to blossom.

If you’re a reader—and we all love readers!—this is your chance to meet your favorite authors and have them sign their books. You’ll learn the ins-and-outs of publishing and that will increase your reading enjoyment and astonish you as to what goes on behind the scenes.
My advice is run and sign up for those conferences. You won't regret it.
With that in mind, do I have a conference I’d like to recommend? As a matter of fact, yes. What a surprise, eh? Try the Southwest Chapter of Mystery Writers Conference in Dallas, June 20, 2009. The pre-conference  is June 19 and speakers include Doug Lyle, the guest of honor, who will speak about forensics; Dick Schewin, FBI Special Agent, retired, who will speak about proper FBI procedures; Jordan Hensen, who opened a literary agency in January 2009 and is actively looking for clients; and me. My topic will be “Everything You Want to Know About Publishing But Were Afraid to Ask.” The SW MWA chapter website has a registration form. If the form hasn’t made it to the website, check back in a couple of days. It’ll be there. Reserve those two days for a great conference and hope to see you there.
How to Stop Receiving L. C.’s Ramblings
If for any reason you want to stop receiving this newsletter, all you need to do is contact me at lcauthor@yahoo.com and put on the subject line CANCEL SUBSCRIPTION. I will cry a river, refuse to eat for a month, and go sleepless, but I’ll still like you! If, on the other hand, you know someone who would like to start receiving this, let me know and I’ll add them to my list.

  

           Thanks for spending time with me—and Merry Christmas!

           Please check out and shop at our24-7mall.com
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