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Happy Holidays!

--from my house to yours! As this season approaches, I’m always thankful for all of the blessings I have. My Christmas wish for you is peace, love, happiness, health, good friends, great family, wealth, and lots of good books to read. May the true spirit of Christmas dwell in your heart, not just during the holidays but through all of 2009.

Cruise Update

Princess Cruise Line has contacted me about being their Author in Residence on their May 28 Grand Mediterranean sailing. The Ruby Princess cruise begins in Barcelona, Spain then leaves for Monte Carlo, Monaco. It’ll make several stops in Italy (Florence/Pisa {Livorno,} Rome, and Naples Capri. Then off to Greece (Mykonos and Athens) and Turkey (Istanbul and Kusadasi {Ephesus,} and finishes in Venice, Italy. It’s a 13 day cruise, sailing from May 28-June 09. Several of you have asked me to notify you about my next working cruise. I’d love it if you could join me!

Workshops
The University of Texas at El Paso has hired me to present a series of workshops. I’ll be doing one set a month beginning in January. Each workshop is either three hours long and is presented from 6-9 PM or is a four hour workshop and is presented on two nights from 6-8 PM. Please check my website (http://lchayden.com) for specifics. I’d love to see you at one or more of my workshops.

Southwest Mystery Writers Conference

The Southwest Chapter of Mystery Writers is hosting a conference in Dallas, June 20, 2009. The pre-conference (June 19) speakers include Doug Lyle, our guest of honor, who will speak about forensics; Dick Schewin, FBI Special Agent, retired, who will speak about proper FBI procedures; Jordan Hensen, who plans to open a literary agency in January 2009 and is actively looking for clients; and me. My topic will be “Everything You Want to Know About Publishing But Were Afraid to Ask.” The SW MWA chapter website will soon have a registration form and information details. Reserve those two days for a great conference!
Release Information

Why Casey Had To Die: Worldwide Mysteries will release the paperback edition of this book on Feb. 9, 2009. Please check my website in January if you’d like to do online ordering. If you belong to a book club, please recommend the members read and discuss this book. I have a set of discussion questions that the club can use.
When Death Intervenes: Five Star plans to release the next Harry Bronson mystery on April 2010.

Bell Shaped Flowers: My publishers had said that this young adult novelette would be released in the Fall 2008. Didn’t quite make it. All I can say is that it should be coming out very soon—and very, very soon is what I’m hoping for. The University of Texas at El Paso has chosen this book as one of their textbooks in late January. I hope the book is out by then. I’d hate to miss this opportunity!

How to Stop Receiving L. C.’s Ramblings
If for any reason you want to stop receiving this newsletter, all you need to do is contact me at lcauthor@yahoo.com and put on the subject line CANCEL SUBSCRIPTION. I will cry a river, refuse to eat for a month, and go sleepless, but I’ll still like you! If, on the other hand, you know someone who would like to start receiving this, let me know and I’ll add them to my list.

  

           Thanks for spending time with me—and Merry Christmas!

           Please check out and shop at our24-7mall.com
